Chlamydia pneumoniae in atherosclerosis.
Chlamydia pneumoniae is currently the infectious agent most often associated with the inflammation found in atherosclerosis. The seroepidemiological association and the actual presence of pathogen in lesions has been confirmed in numerous studies, in which technical difficulties seem to be the only limitation. Besides animal experiments and intervention trials, we need information of possible pathogenic mechanisms. Recently, several studies have suggested mechanisms by which C. pneumoniae infection could participate in the development of atherosclerosis.